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Some Outstanding Paintings

THE 20TH in the series
of Irene Leache Memorinl
competitions opens to the
public in the Norfolk Mu-
saum today, and, although
the selection has some em-
barrassing weak spots, one
certainly cannot fault the
judge on his selection of
Charles Sibley's painting
““The Chimp" for the ma-
jor ’

J. Robert Burnell won
second prize, and smaller
individual prizes also went
to Virginia Adams, Fred-
erick Brandt, Ruth Laasko,
A. B. Jackson, and Robert
McCullough.

in the years, the
ﬂ:ﬁ'h: .ﬂ:ﬁm‘ An nasort-
ment ol arists from neighboring
states, nearly 80 from North
Carolina, Washington, D.C.. and
Maryland, matiers
up considernbly, and at least one
s e w atra

i an
ordinary boost. Alto@rther there
ware 661 paintings submitted by
295 arfists, but the show in its fi-
nal form mumbers only #§ works
by B2 artists.

With such n winnowing out one
would be entitied to expect a lil-
tle more of the show fhan i of-
fers, and it is painful to see that
n mumber of unloriunale paind-
ing= have been honared by being
included. Perhaps § would be
muore direct 1o call them outright
[nilures, really bod things, and
they nre there in all styles, ab-
siraction, realism—you name it

Somehow, the Irene Leache has
been plagued by this in the pasi,
although probably not & preat
deal ‘more than olhér juried
phivws. Bul because it s sach an
jmporiant event, with £.000 in
awards and a great deal of sell-
ing power and prestige, it seems
double important that its stan.
dards he higher.

On the other hand, ihere is
plenty of outstanding painting in
the show. Among the non-prize-
winners who distinguaished them-
selves are Lewis, whose “El
Dorada” s nothing shori of
breathinking, Fay Zetlin, with a
hlue pamting of great beauty,
and Bernard Martin, whoem I
consider to bo noe of the finest

puintors fn the s, aloh
very best work, These poople, 1
imagine, amnd muany pthors wane
inconvenienced by the old regu-
Intion confintng entries to less
than six feet, a rule that really
should be relaxed, since &0 many
serious artists have scaled their
eanvases beyond that nowadays,

Nicholas lsanh and Reginald
Case, both of whom teach at
Norfolk State Collepe, have eon-
tributed first rate still lifes, and
perennial - professionals like Bar-
clay Sheaks, John Curran, Jack
Clifton, Allan Jones, &nd Herb
Jones (1o name & few) certainly
help to keep things presentable
I was quite’impressed by
Charles Kello's [iile oil
“Beachscape,” which is londed
with virtuoso painting, and by
the work od Erling Berze, a tidy
realist of a more meticulous na-

fure, as xhown in his landscape
My (Hd Neighborhood.” Amaong
the others who are noleworthy
are Jerry Coultber, Barbara
Ames, Robin Partin, Cameron
Bone-Kemper, James Kirly,
Robert Barbee, and Suzanne
Ferpusan.

Anct, of course; there B Sk
ley's simian portruit of & caped
and curiously human beast; a
painting that ought to slow anys
mnghir mﬂ'ﬂ mﬁhﬁ'
mi to r, bt it
becomes apparent that this is n
o husiness with sfrious im=
plicatiops, &ned -a rapport  with
the chim is quickly es-
tablished. As in hii  sericus

intings of the past, Siley
:wu us there, right in the

PEanmnt

ourselves. The exhibit will con-
tinoe. af the miseam through
April 1.

ONE ANSWER to the pitialls
of u juried show ix the
tive of the invitational cxhibit.
There are {ew of these, parfially
because the jurying chare puts
the hurden on the back of an out-
of-toin expert, who usually pois
bick out of town in & hurry. But
a responsible nvitational show
could unveil the best efforts by
maomny of the best ariists and ooe
vpened herp late last woek &t
tempting 1o do just that. The o
cazion is the opening of Virginia
Weslewvnn s new Henry Clay
Hofheimer 11 Libeary, and part
of the celehration cenders on the
school's fiest invitational exhibit,
Having glimpsed it last week in
{ragmentary form, [ can report

that it should be a grod me. 1
dh:pu-lnr:wuilhmutt
1','.

ings by Carlton Abbott. As
matter of fact, however, the
work is not s recesid that it doss
not [mclude some of the

things that AMMI:E'
Norfolk Musoumn show last




